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Our Vision Statement 
 

 

St Peter’s Church, Leckhampton 
exists to love and worship God, 

to serve its neighbours and 
to share the love of Jesus Christ. 

 

The Parish Prayer 

 

Loving God 

Open our eyes that we might see you. 

Open our ears that we might hear you. 

Open our hearts and minds that we 

Might respond to you and bring others to know you. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 

Our Lord who lights our way. 

Amen 

 

+++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

How often do you read the Vision Statement?   
Do you notice a slight, but significant, change in the wording? 
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Gary writes……                     People of Light 
 

None of us can ignore the events of last month which carry a deep 
sadness for all those who are victims or survivors of abuse, for those who 
have been re-traumatised by the reporting in whichever way, and the way 
in which the C of E has acted. 

 
Whilst safeguarding practices in our parish churches have been 
tightened in recent years, there still seems to be an institutional problem 
in how the Church is responding to historic abuse and not following 
things through. 

 
Archbishop Justin Welby has rightly resigned; I hope others will consider 
their positions also. 

 
We are walking in darkness, both in the Church and the world right now. 
Wars are raging once again, and humanity is killing humanity. 

 
Sadly, there is no assurance of tranquillity or protection from the anguish 
of this world. However, amidst all of this, we are called to be Christ-like, 
to seek forgiveness for the darkness we sometimes create, and to 
respond in love and loving service in the very best ways we can. 

 
For evil to flourish, it only takes good people to do nothing... 

 
Nelson Mandela said: 

 
“No one is born hating another person because of the colour of 
their skin, or their background, or their religion. People must learn 
to hate, and if they can learn to hate, then they can be taught to 
love, for love comes more naturally to the human heart than its 
opposite.” (Long Walk to Freedom). 
 

So, in the darkness of recent days, and the wars that continue to rage, 
let’s show the world what it means to be people of light and love. 

 
And, as we journey through Advent towards Christmas, remember that 
Christ’s light shone out of the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 

 
May you have a holy and peaceful festive season. 

 

Revd Gary. 
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Live Stream Services for December 

 

We will be live streaming the 10am service from St. Peter’s most weeks. 

This can be accessed via www.stpetersleck.org or 

www.facebook.com/stpetersleckhampton  
 
 

 

Readings for December 

 

Date Day Readings 

1st  ST NICHOLAS 

Isaiah 64.1–9 

1 Corinthians 1.3–9 

Mark 10.13–16 

8th 
2ND SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

Malachi 3.1–4 

Philippians 1.3–11 

Luke 3.1–6 

15th GAUDETE SUNDAY 

Isaiah 12.2–6 

Philippians 4.4–7 

Luke 3.7–18 

22nd 
4TH SUNDAY OF 

ADVENT 

Micah 5.2–5a 

Hebrews 10.5–10 

Luke 1.39–56 

24th  MIDNIGHT MASS 

Isaiah 52.7–10 

Hebrews 1.1–4 

John 1. 1–14 

25th CHRISTMAS DAY 

Isaiah 9.2–7 

Titus 2.11–14 

Luke 2.1–16 

29th  
1ST SUNDAY OF 

CHRISTMAS 

1 Samuel 2.18–20, 26 

Colossians 3.12–17 

Luke 2.41–52 
 
 

 

 

 
 

http://www.stpetersleck.org/
http://www.facebook.com/stpetersleckhampton
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Advent Compline 

Tuesdays 3rd, 10th and 17th December at 7pm. 

In church, led by Anne Webber. 
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 From the Parish Registers 

 

We congratulate those who were recently baptised: 

Wilfred Ernest Maxwell on 24th November 

Blessing Pomaa Obeng on 24th November 

 

There were no weddings in November. 

 

We offer our sincere sympathy to the families of those who 
have recently died, especially: 

 

David Wilkinson on 26th September aged 89 

Shirley Lines on 1st November aged 88 

Rev Canon Owen Barraclough on 5th November aged 92 
 
 
AtaLoss.org is the UK’s most comprehensive hub of bereavement support and 
information for anyone bereaved and for those supporting them. You can easily 
search using filters according to age, location or relationship to the deceased 
and find support from the many hundreds of services listed, confident that the 
details are accurate, up to date and offer choices from a wide range of support 
available. Useful things to read, helplines and a FREE live-chat counselling 
service are also available on www.ataloss.org to help anyone deal with their 
loss, whatever the circumstances and whatever their faith or none. 

 
Bereavement Support Please contact one of the clergy if you would like to 

talk about a bereavement. Please visit the church Wellbeing webpage for more 
details. 
 

http://ataloss.org/
http://ataloss.org/
http://ataloss.org/
http://www.ataloss.org/
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The Candle-lit cross at the All Souls’ 

Service 

 

 
 
The first Book of Remembrance 
 
If you have been to look at the WW1 Book 
of Remembrance, you would also have 
noticed a smaller book next to it, bound in 
carved oak. This also contains the names 
of the fallen, written in a neat hand on 
vellum pages. Because of its uniqueness it 
will be deposited in Gloucestershire 
Archives and has been replaced with a 
facsimile copy. The book was the work of 

Miss Beata Legh of Minchinhampton, in 1921. She had no obvious connection 
with Leckhampton, so why might she have become involved? It can only have 
been through personal contact. 
 
She was a descendant of the wealthy Legh family that had once owned Lyme 
Park in Cheshire (now a National Trust property). She was keen on amateur 
theatricals and was reported as having appeared in tableaux vivants in aid of 
the General Hospital. At rehearsals would have met fellow thespian Frederick 
Delmar-Williamson, whose son George was a lieutenant in the Black Watch 
attached to the Royal Flying Corps and died in a flying accident in 1918. He has 
a prominent memorial in our churchyard. It is likely that she learned from the 
father that there were plans to place a book of remembrance in Leckhampton 
church as a form of war memorial and - perhaps having some skill in calligraphy 
- she offered her services or was asked to write out a roll of honour. 
 
Beata was also a member of the Cheltenham Archers (where her sister Alice 
was celebrated as ‘the greatest woman archer of all time’). There another 
contact was Rose du Boulay, whose two brothers Arthur and Hubert 
Houssemaine du Boulay died in the war. They were not from the parish but are 
commemorated in our churchyard on the grave of their father.  

 
 

Eric Miller 
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'Notes from the Director of Music' 
 
     Well, what a fantastic November we had from a 
musical point of view. Both the Faure Requiem for 
Remembrance Sunday and the Chorister Coffee Concert were ’new’ events 
that we’ve not done before, but were very well received and certainly something 
we will aim to do more of in future. 
     December promises a feast of festive music, and this will include Advent 
Carols on December 1st (again, not something the church has done for a 
number of years), 9 Lessons and Carols, Midnight Mass and all the other 
services too. We’ll certainly be getting our money’s worth out of the choir (well, 
except they all do it for love and not money of course!). 
     There is actually too much music to go through in my usual amount of detail, 
so I will simply highlight a few key things to look out for instead (!). There are a 
number of items in the Advent Carol service for the choir to perform - but we 
also including a movement from the Rachmaninov Vespers ‘Bogoroditsye 
Dyevo’ (Ave Maria), which is a stunning item of choral music definitely not to be 
missed. On Sunday 15th December, we are doing ’The Bell Anthem’ (Rejoice in 
the Lord Alway) by Henry Purcell. This ‘verse’ anthem has various sections for 
a solo alto, tenor and bass mixed in with ‘full’ sections for the whole choir. It 
affords us the chance to highlight some of the wonderful voices contained in our 
regular choir, and will be suitably jolly for Gaudete Sunday! The following 
Sunday (when we focus on the Virgin Mary) will see the morning anthem be 
Benjamin Britten’s ‘Hymn to the Virgin’. This is a piece for two choirs, one ‘full’ 
and one smaller that essentially ‘answers’ the full choir almost as an ‘echo’. We 
will have a small group of singers (including some of our children) singing up at 
the high altar in musical answer to the ‘full’ choir back in the stalls. It is a 
beautiful and well constructed anthem which I very much hope you will enjoy. 
     9 Lessons and Carols will - once again - see our church filled with sound 
from an enlarged choir, the organ and a brass group joining them for the 
congregational carols. I am extremely grateful to the brass players who are 
colleagues and friends of mine that are generously giving up their time to play 
for this service for free due to current budgetary constraints. I think that 
everyone who was present at last year’s service would agree they helped to 
bring significant value to the 9 Lessons and Carols Service, and so I hope you 
will enjoy this festive musical treat once again! 
 
     The choir will take a well-deserved Sunday off following Christmas, and will 
re-join for services in January.  

 
 

Dr. Kit Perona-Wright      Director of Music 



- 10 - 
 

Cheltenham Coffee Concerts    2025 

 

Pip and Jim’s Leckhampton 
 

Each concert lasts around 50 minutes 
11.00am     Coffee and homemade cakes served from 10.30 

Admission free with retiring collection 
 

4th January.      Oboe through the ages 
 

3rd February.   Four cellos with Hannah Davey 
 

1st March.         Enigma Duo to celebrate St David’s Day 
 

12th April.           Bach and beyond 
 

Parish Carol Singing     
 
MONDAY 23 DECEMBER.   
 
We will meet from 6.30pm at the bottom of 
Vineries Close for mulled wine/hot chocolate 
and mince pies, start singing at 7pm and finish 
by 8.45. The collection will be for the 
Children’s Society.   
Please come and join us!  
Further details from Sally & Peter Marlow 

 
Celebrate or Commemorate with Flowers 
 
The Flower Guild would like to give you the opportunity to celebrate a special 
occasion or commemorate someone by sponsoring a pedestal of flowers at the 
high altar in church.  The flowers would be of the colour appropriate to the church 
calendar or a colour of your choice if the calendar permits.  We would appreciate a 
donation of £20 towards the flowers.  The occasion can be acknowledged in the 
church news sheet or can be kept confidential – the choice is yours.  If you would 
like to mark a special date in this way please have a word with Averil Murray 
(Flower Guild Co-ordinator) or Sally Marlow (Flower Guild Treasurer) or email 
sally.marlow@softcopy.co.uk. 
 

Sally Marlow 
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Little Pebbles  

 

Tuesdays 10.00 to 11.30 in the Cottages during term time.  
Please contact Lara Skinner via the Parish Office for details. 
 
 
Craft-T-Time     
Do join our friendly and supportive group on Wednesday mornings from 10-12 in 
the Cottages. All are welcome to join, even if just for a 'cuppa' and a chat. 
 

Helen Shill      coordinator 

 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Leckhampton Village Hall - Extension Fund-Raising Events 
 

www.leckhamptonvillagehall.co.uk 
 

 

7th December - 7.30pm Quiz Night  - tables of 4 - £20 
13th December - 10am Christmas Wreath Making - £20 each to 
include wreath, foliage, tea and coffee. 
 

+++++++++++++++++ 
 
Christmas Bazaar  

30th November at 10am to 12noon  
 
Leckhampton Village Hall Church Road 
 
……….where local people sell their crafts - Christmas decorations,  wreaths, 
jewellery, cards, gifts & Christmas puddings.  
Tea/Coffee/cakes will be sold in aid of the Great Western Air Ambulance. 
Cash preferred. 
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Leckhampton Local History Society 
Festive Quiz in the Cottages 

 

LLHS’s December meeting takes place on Tuesday 17th December in the 

Cottages (not the Church!) starting at 7.30pm and will be a festive-themed quiz 

with a Leckhampton flavour.  Teams of four will be made up on the night and 

there will be some festive refreshments as well.  Admission is free to LLHS 

members, visitors £3. Numbers are limited so please get your booking in early 

to leckhamptonlhs@gmail.com or speak to Sue Marlow. 

01242 581661 

 
Programme for 2025 

 

 
Meet at St. Peter’s Church, Leckhampton.  

Last Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.  All welcome.  Visitors £3 

 
Further details:    Sue Marlow    01242  581661 
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FRIDAY LUNCH with FRIENDS 2024 
Come and enjoy a light lunch with friends old and new 

 
Friday 29 November 

12.30 – 2pm at the home of Sally & Peter Marlow 
1 Vineries Close (off Kidnappers Lane) 

Donations for The Children’s Society will be welcome 
Please come and join us! 

 

Sally & Peter Marlow 
+++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Men’s Group   
 
Thursday 5th December 12.30 pm for lunch at The Wheatsheaf  . 
 

+++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 Youth News      The Youth program can be found here.   

 https://southcheltenham.wordpress.com/youth/ 

Abbie Marsh 
JNC Professional Youth Worker 
South Cheltenham Churches 
e: abbie@cnc.church 
m: 07708540732 
 

+++++++++++++++++ 

 
Leckhampton Social Bridge Club 

  
We play friendly but serious, mostly duplicate,   Bridge in good company. 

 Meetings are held on usually two evenings a month 

on Wednesdays at 7.00 p.m. 
in  Leckhampton Village Hall, Church Road, Leckhampton. 

  
Membership is limited but we do have some vacancies. 

  
To join please contact the Treasurer, Mrs Dee Carter 01242 2354369 

https://southcheltenham.wordpress.com/youth/
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The Messenger, December 2024 
 

From Thornbury with love: Christmas messages and aid head 
to Ukraine 

Thornbury Benefice has joined forces with the local community and is 
continuing its support for people living in war-torn areas of Ukraine, 
providing essential supplies and Christmas messages with the cross-
community ‘Van collection for Ukraine’ appeal.     

Its twelfth supply-filled minibus departs this month, ensuring that practical aid, 
and a reminder of the Thornbury community’s support, arrives just in time for 
Christmas.The bus contains essentials that are hard to find in Ukraine, 
including candles, warm socks and vitamins, and local Ukrainians have written 
100 Christmas cards with handwritten messages in Ukrainian.  

“For the people here, it’s a way they can show their support,” said Jacquie 
Rinaldi, a volunteer with the Ukrainian initiative. “People living in Ukraine face 
extended power outages and need items like candles to survive. Men on the 
front line have poor diets, living on packet noodles, and they need vitamins and 
medicine.  

“We tuck the Christmas cards in with the supplies so families in Ukraine find 
these notes as they go through the boxes. It’s a reminder they’re not forgotten.” 

This year’s journey faces additional challenges due to the rising costs of petrol 
and insurance. For the first time, they appealed for cash donations and raised 
over £600. 

“Our Ukrainian guests have become our friends and neighbours. We get to 
support them through Christmas, a time when they’d usually be surrounded by 
family.” 

Key to this effort is Thornbury’s partnership with @BristolAid4Ukraine, a charity 
founded by Ukrainian Vera Stadon-Postavska and her husband, John. Their 
organisation arranged safe passage for the minibus, filled with donated supplies 
from Thornbury and South Glos to leave from Bristol to Stadon-Postavska’s 
home community in Ukraine. 

“We chose to support the minibus so it could be fully loaded on the way in and 
not return empty. Those with the paperwork in place, who are either injured or 
need to get out, can come back.” 
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The Ukrainian Initiative began in early 2022 when a group of local volunteers 
recognised the need for support as refugees arrived in Thornbury.  

“Thornbury isn’t like Bristol or Gloucester – it’s a small town. We weren’t 
prepared at first, but the effort has evolved into a truly community-driven 
initiative. Many local groups and churches contribute to the cause. The 
Methodist church now serves as a twice-weekly meeting space where 
Ukrainians can gather, share meals, and pick up essential supplies. The URC 
has donated a social room where Ukrainians meet every Friday, always joined 
by a recently formed Ukrainian ukulele band for practice.” 

The community continues to grow, with over 70 Ukrainian people still awaiting                                                   
much needed hosts in Thornbury.  

For those interested in supporting the initiative, donations can be made by                                               
contacting Jacquie Rinaldi at jacquie.rinaldi1@gmail.com. 

Calm and bright: Churches open to all for advent and 
Christmas  
This year, churches across the diocese will be welcoming people to 
celebrate advent and Christmas with them. Whether you go to church 
every week, or you haven't been in 10 years, it's a place where you are 
welcome and valued.  
Whatever you're planning to do, there will be a space for you with us, because 
no one should be alone at Christmas.  
 
We asked some people about their favourite things to do over the festive 
season. Maybe you’ll get some inspiration for a new Christmas tradition for 
yourself. 
 
Emma Mignaud, Head at Primrose Hill C of E Primary Academy in Lydney said, 
“My favourite thing about the period of advent is seeing all the infant children 
standing on stage in their costumes performing the nativity to their families. 
There are always a few tear-jerking moments when the children start to sing or 
perform a dance routine. Nothing feels more like Christmas than the nativity 
performance.”   
 
For football fan Aaron from Cheltenham, it’s about singing and living tradition: 
“Carol Services! Christmas to me represents tradition, a chain of celebration 
running back hundreds of years. Nowhere do I get this feeling more than when 
experiencing carols, often the same ones sung by countless generations before 

mailto:jacquie.rinaldi1@gmail.com
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me. It like a little bit of history reminding everyone about the ancientness of 
Christmas.” 
Katherine from Lydney said: "Midnight mass is a special moment for me. There 
is something magical about the midnight toll of the church bells as Christmas 
Eve turns into Christmas Day. The slightly tipsy smiles from some of the 
congregation, the delighted whispers of 'Happy Christmas', the gentle glow of 
candlelight and the resounding chorus of O Come All Ye Faithful fills me with 
such joy and thankfulness." 
If you're looking for somewhere to find calm, or a bright place to celebrate this 
Christmas, then visit www.achurchnearyou.com to find a service or an event 
close to your home. From December, achurchnearyou.com/Christmas will go 
live, where you will be able to search for specific Christmassy events, dates and 
occasions in your area. 
Events and training 
More details for all these events at gloucester.anglican.org/events  
 
Nativi-tea at the Monk’s kitchen, Gloucester Cathedral, GL1 2LX, 2 
December to 24 December: A festive twist on their classic afternoon tea, 
featuring homemade mince pies, fudge, mulled wine, scones with jam and 
clotted cream, and sandwiches. https://gloucestercathedral.org.uk/whats-
on/nativi-tea-at-the-monk-s-kitchen-24 
 
Once upon a STAR: The Christmas story, Gloucester Cathedral, GL1 2LX, 
6 December to 5 January: A festive family trail to discover the story of the first 
Christmas. Follow the path toward the star, meeting key figures from that holy 
night along the way.  
https://gloucestercathedral.org.uk/whats-on/follow-the-star-to-bethlehem-
trail 

Beer and carols at Trinity Cheltenham, 100-102 Winchcombe Street,  
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire, GL52 2NW, 8 December, 5.30pm to 8pm:  A 
festive night of live carol singing, beer and German bratwurst. 
https://trinitycheltenham.com/christmas 

Faithful generations, Cathedral Green, Gloucester Cathedral, 1 February 
2025, 12pm to 4pm 
Book now for this fun and creative afternoon where grandparents and 
grandchildren can explore Christian faith and spirituality together. There will be 
prayer spaces, story, activities, dance, interactive worship and more. 
https://gloucester.anglican.org/event/faithful-generations-event/ 

 
 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/
https://gloucestercathedral.org.uk/whats-on/nativi-tea-at-the-monk-s-kitchen-24
https://gloucestercathedral.org.uk/whats-on/nativi-tea-at-the-monk-s-kitchen-24
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Very Reliable Local 
         HANDYMAN- for HOME AND GARDEN 

and all those little 
ODD JOBS 

Qualified Electrician 
Call  Steve 

On 
01452 750455 
07752 529450 

 
GARDEN IRRIGATION SYSTEMS 

Designed and installed by us or Supply only for Pots, Tubs, 

Hanging Baskets, Greenhouses or Complete Gardens 

No job too small, so give me a call. 
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St Peter’s Church is now a member of the 

Bat Conservation Trust! 

More information on the Eco notice board 

in the Cottages. 
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CLEEVELY MEMORIALS 
Specialists in Finest Quality Individual Memorials 

In Stone, Granite, Marble and Slate. 
New memorials, inscriptions 
and renovations undertaken 

Local family living in Leckhampton 

 
Unit 5b,  83 Prestbury Road, Cheltenham, Glos, GL52 2DR 

Tel:  01242 236236 
carolinecleevely@hotmail.co.uk 
www.cleevelymemorials.co.uk 

 
 
 
Gardener and Decorator available 

 
 My name is Mohammad and I am an experienced gardener and decorator 

 I am happy to help you with your garden on a regular basis or for 

occasional work 

 I can also paint rooms or do painting outside 

 I am often available at short notice 

 Very reasonable rates 

 References available 

 I have my own gardening tools 

Please contact me for an estimate: 
07378645581                                                 msha1982@gmail.com 

 
 

 

mailto:carolinecleevely@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.cleevelymemorials.co.uk/
mailto:msha1982@gmail.com
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N.T. Boothroyd 
      Plumbing & Heating Engineer  

 
Gas Safe Registered and 35 years experience. 

All Plumbing & Heating Work Undertaken & No 
Job too small. 

 Boiler & Fire Servicing 
 Landlord Certificates & Safety Checks 
 Complete Central Heating Systems 
 System Cleaning By Power Flushing 
 Radiators & Thermostatic Valves 
 Tap Washers & Ball Valves 
 Taps, Toilets, Baths, Basins & Sinks 
 Leaks, Burst Pipes & Pipe Lagging 

Worcester Registered Installer 
12 Years Guarantee on Worcester Boilers 

 

 

513610 
Tel: 01242 323025 
Tel: 01452 552192 

Mobile: 07816 103709 
Email: ntboothroyd@hotmail.co.uk        

 

 
 

HIRE THE VILLAGE HALL 

 

WEDDING RECEPTIONS, 

PARTIES, MEETINGS, 

KEEP FIT, OTHER GROUP 

ACTIVITIES  up to 130 people 

Comfortable & fully heated. 

Full  kitchen  facilities. 

Modern Tables and Chairs. Large 

stage, piano etc. 

 

SEPARATE MEETING ROOM 

For bookings, ring Mrs Peacey  

243035 

 

 
J.P.McGrath 

 
FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING 
AND  DECORATING 
REQUIREMENTS 

 
1 Pembroke Road Hatherley 
Cheltenham Glos 
Tel: 01242 234228 
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Whilst pleased to welcome adverts and grateful for the support  

St Peter’s PCC cannot offer endorsement of any specific 
advertiser or event.  

 Please contact Sue Marlow 581661 for details. 
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